
2016 Annual Report  

Jefferson County  

Soil & Water Conservation 

Jefferson County Soil and Water  
Conservation District is committed to  

providing information about soil, water and 
related natural resource; identify and  
prioritize local soil and water resource  

concerns; connect land users to sources of 
educational, technical and financial  

assistance to implement conservation  
practices and technologies.  

JEFFERSON COUNTY SWCD  
 

3767 W. State Rd. 256  

Madison, IN 47250  
 

Phone: 812 -265 -7609  

Website: www.jeffersoncountyswcd.com  

Email: vicki.wehner@jeffersoncounty.in.gov  
 

Office Hours:  

Monday-Friday 

8:00a.m. -4:00p.m.  

Call ahead to make someone is in the office,  

there is limited staff and many training sessions!  
Check out our Face book  

@jeffersoncountySWCD  



   Board of Supervisors  

 

Vicki Wehner, District Coordinator : 

Vicki serves as the District Coordinator and Financial Manager.  

She provides assistance and natural resource information to land-

owners.  Vicki has completed several business courses at Ivy Tech 

and has been a lifelong resident of Jefferson County.  Vicki has 

served the District since March 2016. 

 

Tim Schwipps, District Conservationist : On April 18, 2011 

Tim Schwipps was assigned the acting District Conservationist 

USDA/NRCS for Jefferson County. Tim has provided guidance 

and technical assistance to land owners. He received his B.S. de-

gree in Environmental Science Agronomy from Purdue University. 

Tim became a District Conservationist for the NRCS in 2004. 
 

 

James Hall, Erosion and Sediment Control Expert:  

James has a degree in Environmental Management from Indiana 

University, and nearly 15 years of experience in the environmental 

field.  He owns and operates L&H Environmental, an environ-

mental consulting firm in Madison.  He routinely completes Rule 5  

 inspections and reviews/develops SWPPs for construction projects.  

James is a native of Jefferson County. 

                                 

Monthly Business Meetings  
Calendar 2017  

 

January  12th 
 

February 7th (Annual Mtg.)  
 

March 9th  
 

April 13th  
 

May 11th 
 

June 8th 
 

July 13th  
 

August 10th 
 

September 14th 
 

October 12th 
 

November 9th 
 

December 14th 
 

All business meetings are open to the 
public and begin at 7:00 pm at the 

SWCD office. 

Jefferson County SWCD 

Joe Ferguson, Chairman ðJoe owns 600 acres; leases 750 acres where he 

grows: corn, soybeans, and wheat.  He also raises 80 beef cattle.  Joe owns and 

operates Ferguson Electric.  Joe became a member in 1999. 

 

 

Steve Riley, Vice -Chairman ðSteve has 240 acres; 100 wooded, 115 acres in 

pasture and hay, and 60 beef cows.  He is also a crop insurance adjuster with 

Riley-Gasper Agency, Inc.  Steve became a member in 2000. 

 

Dale Sides, Member ðDale has 150 acres; half wooded, 30 acres in warm sea-

son grasses, 10 acres in hay, and two horses.  He has worked closely with IDNR 

Biologists establishing warm season grasses for private lands, and assists land 

owners with prescribed fire to manage their grasslands.  Dale became a member 

in 2009.  

 

Tony Stephanus, Member ðTony and his wife Sara, live in Graham town-

ship, where they raise hay, corn, soybeans, wheat, and oats.  Tony is also in the 

hay market and is the Southern Indiana Distributor for Kitchen Seed Company.  

Tony retired from Cummins in 1998 after 30 years with the company.  He be-

came a member in 2014.  

 

Mark Darnold, Member ðMark has 30 grass raised beef cows on his 120 acre 

family farm in northeast Jefferson county.  In addition to growing hay  to sustain 

his cattle, Mark also raises several acres of fresh produce each year.  Mark has 

worked as an automotive technician in Jefferson county for the past 25 years.  

He became a member in 2016.  



to the 68th Annual  

Meeting & Dinner  

Welcome       Joe Ferguson  

Invocation       Jeff Ferguson  

Dinner       Catered by:  Crazy Ladies Catering  

Introduction of Guests     Tony Stephanus  

Recognition of FFA Soils Teams   Vicki Wehner  

Conservation Updates:       

 Jefferson County SWCD    Vicki Wehner  

 IN State Dept. of Agriculture   Laura Fribley  

 Natural Resources Cons. Service   Tim Schwipps  

 Farm Services Agency    Jerri George  

 Central Muscatatuck Watershed   Casie Auxier  

 Indian Kentuck Watershed     Casie Auxier  

Election Procedures     Dale Sides  

Featured Speaker     Mr. Scott Ham  

Election Results      Dale Sides  

Special Presentations     Steve Riley  

Door Prizes      Steve Riley  

Adjournment      Steve Riley  

Our Candidates for Election to the Jefferson County SWCD Board  

Chancey MayðChancey and his wife , Kristen live just outside of Hanover on their 36 acre cattle and hay farm.  

They have 30 head of registered and commercial Angus, Simmental and Simangus cows.  They utilize manage-

ment intensive rotational grazing on their operation.  Chancey is a crop insurance agent for Friendship Insurance 

as well as helping his in-laws farm full time.  Kristen is a stay at home mom for their two boys as well as helping on 

the farm. 

Jeff Ferguson ðJeff lives in Lancaster with his wife, Annlena of 10 years and their three kids, Haley (8), Hannah 

(6), and Luke (5).  Jeff grew up and continues to work on the family farm.  He raises 65 head of cattle and row crop 

about 1,000 acres of corn, soybeans, and winter wheat.  He is a graduate of Purdue University with a degree in 

AG Business.  Currently works at Dow Chemical as well as being an Auctioneer. 



Volunteers Make 16th Annual Hardy Lake Sweep a Great 
Success!  

On Saturday, April 30th, Jefferson and Scott County Soil and Water 
Conservation Districts and the Indiana Department of Natural    
Resources at Hardy Lake hosted the 16th Annual Hardy Lake 
Sweep.  There were over 150 volunteers who donated their morning 
to picking up waste and debris in and around the watershed area of 
the Hardy Lake State Reservoir.   

There were numerous Scout, Community and 4-H groups, as well as 
individuals and families.  The volunteers spent the morning picking 
up trash and donating over 750 hours of volunteer time.                 

Approximately 3.95 tons of trash was collected.  The volunteers received a bandana, commemorative patch, lunch, 
and a free night of camping.  A huge thank you to the volunteers for helping make our 2016 Hardy Lake Sweep a 
great success! 

Mark your calendar today for the last Saturday in April:  April 29, 2017.  Please call the Scott County SWCD          
812-752-2269, ext. 3 or the Jefferson County SWCD 812-265-7609 for more information.  

Jefferson County Fair  

Every year in July, the SWCD sets up in their pavilion at the Jefferson County Fairgrounds. This provides a great 

opportunity for outreach and to give  

information on the services the district provides, current events, equipment rental, and district highlights to the 

public. The district provided free conservation literature.  Ranging from District biologist to local government      

employees, we had a full week of guest speakers and demonstrations. A special thanks to Ferguson Electric and 

Anderson Sales and Services for sponsoring chainsaw carver, Brian Christman.  It turned out great! 

 

A Special  

THANK YOU  

To the sponsors of the 68th Annual Meeting & Dinner of the  

Jefferson County Soil & Water Conservation District  

Crop Production Services  

Ferguson Electric  

Riley -Gasper Agency, Inc.  

Kitchen Seed Company  
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